Future of Military Bases in the 21st Century

Modernization

Modernization is one of the 4 pillars on which the U.S. army's energy rests, in conjunction with
pressure structure, readiness, and sustainability. The dreams of modernization are to shut a
functionality gap, offer qualitatively advanced functionality, and/or lessen costs. Modernization
involves the substitution of a current army era, commonly a platform, weapon, or gadget, with
one that is considerably extra successful, even transformational. Modernization is set extra than
simply hardware. To obtain a widespread boom in army effectiveness, the brand-new object has
to be married to the precise business enterprise, the idea of operations, set of methods, command
and manipulate gadgets, and helping infrastructure.

One of the quality historic examples of army modernization regarding the interaction of the latest
systems, companies, and operational standards is the United Kingdom’s hit attempt within the
Thirties to create the included air protection gadget that proved positive for the duration of the
Battle of Britain. Over a length of years, the British army married advances in the era, maximum
extensive radar that might discover adversarial planes at widespread ranges, with a singular
command and manipulate community to relay warnings and dispatch interceptors and an own
circle of relatives of a fighter plane, maximum famously the Hurricane and Spitfire2.

It is critical to apprehend that this fulfillment owes as much to nontechnical elements as it does
to advances in electronics or plane design. As one protection analyst has observed, the
progressive innovation of British air protection emerged from the confluence of the Royal Air
Force reorganization, a revision of strategic assumptions and countrywide strategy, and a small
institution of pivotal civil-army advocates who championed the combination of the rising era.

Modernization is qualitatively unique from the U.S. army’s ongoing efforts to make incremental
upgrades to in-person systems or gun structures. This system, termed upgrading, can pass on for
many years and in the long run, contain converting without a doubt all additives or structures on
a given piece of army device. Often, systems go through recapitalization, the system with the aid
of using which they're back to as-new circumstance on the identical time that they obtain
enhancements.

Many of the maximum successful structures that the U.S. army operates these days have
acquired repeated enhancements. The present-day fleet of B-fifty two bombers, finally produced
inside the past due Nineteen Fifties, has gone through non-stop enhancements and is slated to
stay in provider till around 2040. Similarly, the Abrams foremost war tank, first deployed in
1980, has benefitted from an in-depth collection of enhancements along with a brand-new gun;
higher armor; advanced sensors, transmission, command and manipulate abilities; and,



maximum recently, a lively safety gadget. As a result, the Abrams remains the most deadly
foremost war tank in the world.

Technology Enhancements

Even the most recent systems and gun structures go through non-stop incremental upgrades. The
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) has simply entered service with the Air Force and Marine Corps;
the Navy is some years behind. Yet this system is starting early software program improvement
and integration for a Block four upgrade, scheduled for deployment within the early 2020s, with
a view to permit the employment of extra precision guns in addition to an automated floor
collision avoidance gadget four. Continuous product development lets the warfighter have
abilities in hand even as exploiting later advances in methods and technology.

Historically, modifications in army technology have frequently taken place in clusters, reflecting
foremost advances within the sciences, production processes, the business enterprise of financial
activities, or even political structures. Many army historians talk to those as Revolutions in
Military Affairs. An RMA is primarily based totally on the wedding of the latest technology with
organizational reforms and revolutionary standards of operations. The end result is frequently
characterized as a brand-new manner of conflict. RMAs require the meeting of a complicated
blend of tactical, organizational, doctrinal, and technological improvements so that it will enforce
a brand new conceptual method to conflict.

There were some RMAs simply inside the century. An instance is the mechanization of conflict
that started in World War I with the advent of army airpower, plane carriers, submarines, and
armored preventing vehicles. Out of those advances in the era got here unbiased air forces,
strategic bombardment, and huge-scale amphibious operations. Another took place with the
discovery of nuclear guns and long-variety ballistic missiles, which brought about the advent of
the latest companies including the now-defunct Strategic Air Command, and new standards
which includes deterrence. In the Seventies, the arrival of facts technology and high-overall
performance computing brought about an ongoing RMA primarily based totally in large part on
advanced intelligence and precision strike guns. The 1991 Gulf War and Operation Iraqi
Freedom in 2003 are taken into consideration to be necessary examples of this RMA.

A version of the RMA principle is especially relevant to U.S. protection planning, Strategic
Offsets, which changed into delivered with the aid of using the Obama Administration in 2014.
Senior protection officers argued that for the reason that ceases World War II, the USA had two
times exploited investments in superior technology to offset the army benefits of its foremost
competitors. These strategically pushed modernization efforts extensively modified the device,
business enterprise, and operations of America’s armed services.

US Developments



In the Nineteen Fifties and 1960s, to counter the Soviet Union’s quantitative superiority in
traditional forces, the USA constructed a huge and complicated arsenal of nuclear guns and
transport structures. This changed into the First Offset. Once the Soviet Union obtained parity in
nuclear forces, the USA reacquired army superiority inside the Seventies and Eighties with the
aid of using exploiting the revolutions in electronics and substances and making an investment in
stealth, facts technology, computers, high-resolution/multispectral sensors, and precision
navigation. This changed into the Second Offset. The U.S. Army has sought to increase the
benefits from this Second Offset for the past 25 years.

Now, many agree that the U.S. army has to pursue a brand-new modernization attempt. This
Third Offset is made vital with the aid of using the upward push of incredible-energy
competitors, the lack of the army benefits carried out with the aid of using the Second Offset, and
the improvement of a number of the latest technology, many pushed with the aid of using the
non-public area instead of with the aid of using government, that promise to alternate the manner
army device is designed and constructed and the manner army forces will fight. This new Offset
is a function, first and foremost, of the proliferation of sensors and so-referred to as clever
devices; the advent of more and more huge, complicated fact networks; and the developing
ability of automatic structures and synthetic intelligence. Defense leaders searching to reestablish
U.S. army-technological superiority with the aid of using making an investment in such new
regions as undersea structures, hypersonic, digital conflict, large information analytics, superior
substances, three-D printing, strength and propulsion, robotics, autonomy, man-gadget interfaces,
and superior sensing and computing.

It is noteworthy that the primary Offset techniques had been pushed commonly with the aid of
using government, mainly protection-related, investments in technology and era. The Third
Offset is essentially primarily based totally on advances with the aid of using the non-public area
in regions which includes electronics, synthetic intelligence, facts technology, and networking.
The innovation cycle instances for lots of that new technology are way quicker than the ones for
conventional army programs. In addition, due to the fact that those advances are fabricated from
industrial improvement, it's far tougher to govern and get admission to them with the aid of using
competitors, each incredible and small. As an end result, the U.S. protection status quo is no
longer most effective to undertake those advances and combine them into army structures,
however additionally to conform to-the extra speedy tempo of alternate in the lot from
contracting and budgeting to business enterprise, training, and sustainment.

The centerpiece of the Obama Administration’s attempt to jump-begin a Third Offset changed
into a brand new Long-Range Research and Development Planning Program (LRRDPP) to assist
identify, develop, and disciplining breakthroughs inside the maximum modern technology and



structures, particularly inside the fields of robotics, self-sustaining structures, miniaturization,
large information, and superior production, along with three-D printing.

The LRRDPP changed into an abilities-primarily based total workout that contemplated the
customary nature of the Administration’s change assessments. In the absence of a chance-pushed
studies and improvement (R&D) plan, the quality of the Pentagon ought to change in an attempt
to accelerate the general advent of the latest technology.

In order to boost up the purchase of modern improvements from the industrial area,
then-Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter created the Defense Innovation Unit Experimental
(DIUx). Located in Silicon Valley and modeled after the CIA’s In-Q-Tel, a project capital
company that offers seed cash for revolutionary industrial corporations operating in regions of
hobby to the Intelligence Community, the DIUx offers capital to small and begin-up corporations
which can be operating on programs of the superior era which can be applicable to long-variety
Department of Defense (DOD) R&D dreams.

Chinese Developments

The first nation to construct a brand-new army base inside the Asia-Pacific after the Cold War
was China. It did so at Yalong Bay on Hainan Island on the northern fringe of the South China
Sea all through the overdue 2000s. The ostensible purpose for constructing the bottom turn was
to assert China’s sovereignty claims over the waters. At the time, the Chinese army’s position
inside the location turned too quickly to achieve this effect. China’s nearest naval base at Sanya
turned too small to house a huge fleet and the degrees of its tactical plane on Hainan had been
now no longer long enough to aid everyday patrols, not to mention flight operations, over the
area. The new Yulin naval base at Yalong Bay tackled each issue. It may no longer accommodate
most effective warships, however additionally larger and greater complicated vessels, like plane
companies and nuclear-powered submarines.

By the 2010s, China had long passed further; it built numerous small synthetic islands and army
bases with the capabilities that it controls inside the Spratly and Paracel archipelagos. The bases
had been geared up with docks, gun emplacements, radars, and a collection of intelligence-series
gear. On Fiery Cross Reef, Mischief Reef, and Subi Reef, China additionally constructed
airfields huge sufficient for H-6 bombers and centers for HQ-nine surface-to-air missiles and
YJ-12 anti-deliver missile batteries. China’s new bases in and across the South China Sea have
enabled Beijing to preserve chronic surveillance and assert its sovereignty claims over the
location.

But a number of the centers that China has constructed on its South China Sea bases are
additionally regarded to suggest a grander strategic aim. The difficult submarine tunnel



complicated at Yulin naval base is possibly a high example. Dug beneath a mountain on the tip of
Yalong Bay, the tunnel was designed to aid numerous nuclear-powered assault and ballistic
missile submarines. Such warships are infrequently vital to Chinese sovereignty claims (or
provide Beijing a side over its Southeast Asian neighbors, for that matter). Rather, the tunnel
complicated indicates an approach to set up a naval bastion inside the South China Sea for the
sea-primarily based totally leg of China’s nuclear triad. Seen in that light, the missile batteries
that Beijing mounted on its army outposts inside the Spratly and Paracel Islands make greater
sense, now no longer most effective to claim Chinese sovereignty claims, however additionally
to display screen the bastion’s southern approaches.

Meanwhile, China’s enlargement of its air and naval bases alongside the East China Sea seems to
have had more than one goal too. Starting in the overdue 2000s, China accelerated its naval base
at Xiangshan with an underground submarine tunnel and people at Dinghai and Zhoushan with
numerous piers and restoration centers. It additionally upgraded close-by naval air bases with
hardened hangars and, inside the case of the Danyang naval air base, runway enhancements for
H-6 bombers. Similar enhancements are accompanied at Chinese air pressure bases, like the ones
at Longtian and Huian. In 2012, China finished a brand-new air base close to Xiapu and
accelerated it some years later. It now serves as a forward-deployment base for Chinese J-eleven
and Su-30 warring parties and can emerge as an everlasting base in the future.



