Pakistan’s Foreign Policy

AFRICA
Pakistan’s Policy:

Pakistan affirmed its commitment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by adopting the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as its own national development agenda through a unanimous
National Assembly Resolution in 2016. Since then, the country has made considerable progress by
mainstreaming these goals in-national policies and strategies and developing an institutional framework
for SDGs implementation in Pakistan. SDG support units have been established at federal and provincial
levels with the planning institutions (Ministry of Planning Development and Special Initiatives and
Provincial Planning and Development Departments) to guide SDGs implementation and monitoring it
progress. In 2018, the Government designed and approved a National SDGs Framework that envisages a
national vision to prioritize and localize SDGs. Localized provincial SDG Frameworks are being
formulated. The focus of the government is on mainstreaming SDGs in planning processes, ensuring
strong monitoring and reporting on SDGs, ensuring public financial allocations are aligned to SDGs and
alternate financing modalities are being explored, and to benefit from use of technology to accelerate
progress towards SDGs.

Aid to Africa:

Pakistan has a long and illustrious history of friendly relations, mutual support and beneficial cooperation
with African friends and partners. Historically, Pakistan has played its role in lending support to African
freedom struggles from colonial rule; combating apartheid; extending humanitarian assistance, where
needed; and supporting building capacity through training programmes and initiatives.

Pakistan is also proud of its contribution to peace and security in Africa since the 1960s. Under the UN
auspices, Pakistani blue helmets, including women peacekeepers, continue to play their part in
peace-keeping and peace-building efforts across the Continent.

In line with Prime Minister Imran Khan’s foreign policy vision, Pakistan has embarked upon a new,
path-breaking “Engage Africa” Initiative toward the African Continent by strengthening political and
diplomatic linkages, further deepening and broadening mutually-beneficial trade and economic ties, and
expanding cultural and- people-to-people exchanges. Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mehmood
Qureshi is spearheading the realisation of this initiative. As part of this initiative, Pakistan’s diplomatic
outreach and presence in Africa is being significantly enhanced.



